88   MARSHALL AND THE CONSTITUTION

a second time and with the assistance of Blen-
nerhassett he began military preparations on the
latter's island for a mysterious expedition. On
the 29th of July, Burr had dispatched a letter in
cipher to Wilkinson, his most important confed-
erate. The precise terms of this document we
shall never know, but apparently it contained the
most amazing claims of the successful maturing of
Burr's scheme: "funds had been obtained," "Eng-
lish naval protection had been secured," "from
five hundred to a thousand men" would be on
the move down the Mississippi by the middle of
November. Unfortunately for Burr, however, Wil-
kinson was far too expert in the usages of ini-
quity to be taken in by such audacious lying as
this. He guessed that the enterprise was on the
verge of collapse and forthwith made up his mind
to abandon it.

Meanwhile exaggerated accounts of the size of
Burr's following were filtering to Washington, to-
gether with circumstantial rumors of the disloy-
alty of his designs. Yet for weeks Jefferson did
nothing, until late in November his alarm was
aroused by a letter from Wilkinson, dated the
21st of October. On the 27th of November the
President issued a proclamation calling upon all